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COMMITTEE ON
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Congress of the United States
1bouse of RAepresentatives
Thashington, BE 20515-1403

May 3, 2021
The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Republican Leader
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate
322 Russell Senate Office Building 317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washinglon DC 20510 Washington DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Leader McConnell:

On April 8", 2021, President Joe Biden nominated long time gun control activist and lobbyist,
David Chipman to be Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF). His beliefs

and hostile attitude toward the rights of gun owners are well known. Thus, we respectfully ask that
you oppose his confirmation.

Throughout his career, David Chipman has made it no secret that he is an enemy of the 2™
Amendment. In October 2018, Chipman argued in favor of subjecting all AR-15s and potentially
all semi-automatic rifles to regulation under the National Firearms Act. As a former agent of the
ATF, Chipman knows ali too well that such action would effectively ban the most popular rifle in
America as well as most other items regulated under the National Firearms Act.

Legal firearm ownership and integrity go hand-in-hand, and President Biden should not nominate
anyone to lead the ATF who has repeatedly lied to further their own gun control agenda. As
recently as 2019, Chipman was trying to mislead the public on the basic facts of firearm ownership.
When discussing firearm suppressors, he claimed “The gun does not sound gun-like. It takes the
edge out of the tone . . . This is how I would describe it: It makes a gun sort of sound like a nail
gun.” This is widely known to be false.

When participating in an online ‘ask me anything’ forum discussion, Chipman published historical
falsehoods to empower his advocacy for gun control. For instance, he stated, “At Waco, cult
members used two .50 caliber Barretts to shoot down two Texas Air National Guard helicopters.
Point, it is true we are fortunate they are not used in crime more often. The victims of drug lords
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in Mexico are not so lucky. America plays a role in fueling the violence south of the border.”
Needless to say, no helicopters were shot down at Waco. On the other hand, the Waco operation—
in which Chipman had a role—resulted in the deaths of at least 76 people, including 25 children.

Chipman’s confirmation would not only jeopardize the constitutional rights of every legal firearm
owner in America, but it would also threaten to reshape the landscape of firearm ownership for
generations of Americans to come. If confirmed, David Chipman would use every tool at his
disposal to attack American gun owners and we respectfully ask you to oppose any and all action
that would advance his confirmation in the Senate.

Sincerely,
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JIM BANKS
Member of Congress
Chairman, Republican Study Committee
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
L ﬁ,} L ;,,3 v

MIKE ROGERS LAUREN BOEBERT

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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KEN BUCK YVETTE HERRELL
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

MADISON CAWTHORN
Member of Congress
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WILLIAM TIMMONS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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LANCE GOODEN

Member of Congress

BRIAN MAST
Member of Congress

THOMAS TIFFABY
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

GLENN GROTHMAN
Member of Congress

BEN CLINE
Member of Congress
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DAN BISHOP
Member of Congress




‘,-'? -
BILL POSEY
Member of Congress
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DIANA HARSHBARGER
Member of Congress
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JOHN CURTIS
Member of Congress
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AUSTIN SCOTT
Member of Congress
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TED BUDD
Member of Congress

RONNT‘L%ACKSON

Member of Congress

5%@ Hersise, Bt ln.
IME HERRERA BEUTLER

Member of Congress

Gg RESCHENTHALER

Member of Congress
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W. ORY STEUBE
Member of Congress

VICKY HARTZLER
Member of Congress
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ALEX X. MOONEY
Member of Congress
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JIM BAIRD
Member of Congress
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RICHARD HUDSON JAKE LATURNER

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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FRED KELLER MICHAEL GUEST
Member of Congress Member of Congress
B'L/ KE MOORE BOB GIBBS
Member of Congress Member of Congress

‘DON YOUNG BRAD R. WENSTRU@ P .M.

Member of Congress Member of Congress

LOUIE GOHMERT BARRY GO%RE

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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SCOTT FRANKLIN
Member of Congress

MATT GAET'%

Member of Congress
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EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER
Member of Congress
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TOM RICE
Member of Congress

VIRGINIA FOXX
Member of Congress
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PETE SESSIONS
Member of Congress
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CHIP ROY
Member of Congress

ROBERT E. LA; ;A

Member of Congress

A . T
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Member of Congress
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KEVIN HERN
Member of Congress
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VERN BUCHANAN

Member of Congress
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KAT CAMMACK
Member of Congress



MARJORY TAYLOR GREENE

Member of Congress

g%RRY LOUDERMILK

Member of Congress
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MA@Y E. MILLER
Member of Congress

jNDY ééGGS

Member of Congress

ELISE STEFANIK
Member of Congress
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NDY K. WEBER

Member of Congress

CLAUDIA TENNEYI;

Member of Congress
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OMICHAEL WALTZ
Member of Congress

GUS M. BILIRAKIS
Member of Congress
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JACK BER MAN
Member of Congress
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MIKE KELLY
Member of Congress
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ANDREW CLYDE (
Member of Congress




CC:

Senator Tammy Baldwin
Senator John Barrasso
Senator Michael Bennet
Senator Marsha Blackburn
Senator Richard Blumenthal
Senator Roy Blunt

Senator Cory Booker
Senator John Boozman
Senator Mike Braun
Senator Sherrod Brown
Senator Richard Burr
Senator Maria Cantwell
Senator Shelley Moore Capito
Senator Ben Cardin
Senator Tom Carper
Senator Bob Casey Ir.
Senator Bill Cassidy
Senator Susan Collins
Senator Chris Coons
Senator John Cornyn
Senator Catherine Cortez Masto
Senator Tom Cotton
Senator Kevin Cramer
Senator Mike Crapo
Senator Ted Cruz

Senator Steve Daines
Senator Tammy Duckworth
Senator Dick Durbin
Senator Joni Ernst

Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Deb Fischer
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
Senator Lindsey Graham
Senator Chuck Grassley
Senator Bill Hagerty
Senator Maggie Hassan
Senator Josh Hawley
Senator Martin Heinrich
Senator John Hickenlooper
Senator Mazie K. Hirono
Senator John Hoeven
Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith
Senator Jim Inhofe

Senator Ron Johnson
Senator Tim Kaine

Senator Mark Kelly
Senator John Kennedy
Senator Angus King
Senator Amy Klobuchar
Senator James Lankford
Senator Patrick Leahy
Senator Mike Lee
Senator Ben Ray Lujan
Senator Cynthia Lummis
Senator Joe Manchin
Senator Edward J. Markey
Senator Roger Marshall
Senator Bob Menendez
Senator Jeff Merkley
Senator Jerry Moran
Senator Lisa Murkowski
Senator Christopher S. Murphy
Senator Patty Murray
Senator Jon Ossoff
Senator Alex Padilla
Senator Rand Paul
Senator Gary Pelers
Senator Rob Portman
Senator Jack Reed
Senator Jim Risch
Senator Mitt Romney
Senator Jacky Rosen
Senator Mike Rounds
Senator Marco Rubio
Senator Bernie Sanders
Senator Ben Sasse
Senator Brian E. Schatz
Senator Rick Scott
Senator Tim Scott
Senator Jeanne Shaheen
Senator Richard Shelby
Senator Kyrsten Sinema
Senator Tina Smith
Senator Debbie Stabenow
Senator Daniel S. Sullivan
Senator Jon Tester
Senator John Thune
Senator Thom Tillis
Senator Pat Toomey
Senator Tommy Tuberville
Senator Chris Van Hollen
Senator Mark Warner



Senator Raphael Warnock
Senator Elizabeth Warren
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse
Senator Roger Wicker
Senator Ron Wyden

Senator Todd C. Young



